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Extended abstract

Introduction

Phosphorus (P) is an essential and non-renewable nutrient critical for crop productivity worldwide.
Phosphorus deficiency is a major abiotic constraint that substantially limits crop yield. Because
phosphorus is inherently immobile in soil, identifying novel genotypes with efficient phosphorus uptake
and utilization under low-phosphorus conditions is essential. Maize is a major cereal crop cultivated
worldwide; therefore, improving its phosphorus-use efficiency is crucial for optimizing maize
production. This study aimed to evaluate the genetic diversity of maize lines under optimal and
phosphorus-deficient conditions.

Materials and methods

Genetic diversity among 93 maize lines was evaluated based on morphological traits under optimal and
phosphorus-deficient conditions in pot culture. Pots were arranged outdoors in a completely
randomized design (CRD) with three replications at the Faculty of Agriculture, Urmia University
(45.5°E, 37.37°N, 1320 m above sea level). The pots were filled with soil collected from the Urmia
University research farm, which contained low phosphorus levels (7.2 mg kg™1). A total of 558 pots, each
containing 15 kg of soil, were prepared and divided into two groups of 279 pots each. In both groups,
pots were filled with a mixture of low-phosphorus soil and sand in a 2:1 ratio. All pots were fertilized
with nitrogen at 6.0 g kg™ (applied in three splits during the growing season), potassium sulfate at 9.0
g kg™1, iron sulfate at 1.0 g kg™1, manganese sulfate at 0.15 g kg™1, zinc sulfate at 0.66 g kg™1, copper
sulfate at 0.20 g kg1, and boric acid at 0.014 g kg 1. In the optimal-phosphorus group, triple
superphosphate was applied at 4.0 g kg™1, whereas no phosphorus fertilizer was added in the control
group. After pollination, various morphological traits were measured. Statistical analyses, including
analysis of variance (ANOVA), descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, stepwise regression, path
analysis, cluster analysis, and factor analysis, were performed using R software.

Results and discussion

Phosphorus deficiency caused a significant reduction in the mean values of morphological traits
compared with optimal conditions. Stepwise regression and path analysis indicated that under optimal
conditions, weight of ear without husk (WEWH), ear wood weight (EW), ear diameter (ED), cob
diameter (CD), ear length (EL), and ear-up leaves (EUL) were the most important traits affecting grain
yield. Under phosphorus-deficient conditions, WEWH, EL, ED, 100-grain weight (HGW), and biological
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yield (BY) were the key contributors to grain yield. Cluster analysis grouped the maize lines into three
clusters under optimal conditions and two clusters under phosphorus-deficient conditions. Under both
optimal and phosphorus-deficient stress conditions, the first cluster comprised high-yielding lines that
can be utilized in developing maize hybrids tolerant to phosphorus deficiency. Factor analysis revealed
that grain yield (GY), weight of ear together with husk (WETH), WEWH, and tassel height (TH), which
exhibited high communalities in both environments, are key traits for selecting lines tolerant to
phosphorus deficiency.

Conclusion

Significant differences were observed among the evaluated maize lines under optimal and phosphorus-
deficient conditions. Nevertheless, lines 5, 7, 10, 24, 28, 48, 64, 114, and 121 exhibited suitable grain
performance across both environments and can be utilized in breeding programs to develop phosphorus-
efficient genotypes.
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Table 1. The names of studied maize lines
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Line code Line name Research center | Line code Line name Research center
Ma001 P3L2 Kermanshah Ma051 9/K19/1 Mashhad
Ma002 P11L2 Kermanshah Ma052 3/K19/1 & (K19/1*/1392) Mashhad
Ma003 P15L16 Kahriz Mashhad Ma053 25*/89 Mashhad
Ma004 PIL3 Kahriz Kermanshah Ma054 2/ K19/1 & (K19/1) Mashhad
Ma005 P13L2 Kermanshah Ma055 K3640/S /55-N Mashhad
Ma006 P19L7 Kahriz Kermanshah Ma057 20*/1389 Mashhad
Ma007 P6L1 Kermanshah Ma060 S2/ QPM/ SL_JKMA Mashhad
(Indonesia)
Ma008 P19 L3 Kahriz Kermanshah Ma062 6*/88 Mashhad
Ma009 P14L1 Kahriz Kermanshah Ma064 4/ K19/1 Mashhad
Ma010 P11L7 Kermanshah Ma065 66*/1388 Mashhad
Ma011 P14L2 Kermanshah Ma066 48*/1390 Mashhad
*
Ma012 P10L5 Kermanshah Ma072 K166 B/g?l‘g‘g(ol)zl K166 Mashhad
Ma013 P1L4(Dialell-(Karaj)) Kermanshah Ma073 K18-B /1392 (Isolated) Mashhad
Ma014 P11L6 Kermanshah Ma074 7/K19/1 Mashhad
Ma015 P13L3 Kermanshah Ma075 23*/89 Mashhad
Ma016 P16L4 Kahriz Kermanshah Ma076 70*/1388 Mashhad
Ma017 P3 L4 Kahriz Kermanshah Ma077 10/K 19/1 Mashhad
Ma018 P1 L5 Kahriz Kermanshah Ma079 138*/89 Mashhad
Ma019 P19L5 Kahriz Kermanshah Ma080 K19 */1392 (Isolated) Mashhad
Ma020 P15L14 Kermanshah Ma083 1*/89 (Red cob) Mashhad
Ma021 P16L6 Kahriz Kermanshah Maogs 130/ POFECLCI’:;) 53054 Mashhad
Ma022 P15L4 Kermanshah Ma089 172*/89 Mashhad
Ma023 P11 L9 Kermanshah Ma091 8/K19/1 Mashhad
Ma024 PIL6 Kermanshah Ma096 67*/38 Mashhad
Ma025 P13L1 Kermanshah Ma098 1387/193/Chase*/S2 Mashhad
Ma026 P10L7 Kermanshah Mal00 36-N/88-K3653/2 Mashhad
Ma027 P16L12 Kahriz Kermanshah Mal04 Linel Karaj2
Ma028 P10L9 Kermanshah Mal105 Line2 Karaj2
Ma030 Mol7 Karaj Mal06 Line3 Karaj2
Ma031 OH43/1- 42 Karaj Mal07 Line4 Karaj2
Ma032 K1264/ 5-1 Karaj Mal08 Line5 Karaj2
Ma033 R59(Maternal) Karaj Mal09 Line6 Karaj2
Ma034 K615/1 Karaj Mal10 Line7 Karaj2
Ma035 B73 Karaj Malll Line8 Karaj2
Ma036 OH 43/1-42 (Paternal) Karaj Mall2 Line9 Karaj2
Ma037 R59 (Paternal) Karaj Mall3 Linel0 Karaj2
Ma038 W37A Karaj Mall4 Linell Karaj2
Ma039 R319 Karaj Mall5 Linel2 Karaj2
Ma040 R59 Karaj Mall6 Linel3 Karaj2
Ma042 W153R Karaj Mall7 Linel4 Karaj2
Ma043 K1533 Popcorn Karaj Mall8 Linel5 Karaj2
Ma044 Il?r?eg 01:353%1\7/[51; ?rsnca; Karaj Mal119 Linel6 Karaj2
Ma045 B73(RFC OR CMS) Karaj Mal20 Linel7 Karaj2
Ma046 1264/ 1 Karaj Mal21 Linel8 Karaj2
Ma048 ZK472221 Karaj Mal22 Linel9 Karaj2
Ma049 K1263/1/1388 Mashhad Mal23 Line20 Karaj2
Ma050 4*/89 Mashhad - - -
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Table 2. Some physical and chemical properties of the soil used from the Khan Arkhi region in the experiment

LSIT >y olacculas oylac pH ; Aigod G0
Organic ~ Conduction  pH of o b o) S <l g Sample
carbon of extract extract Sand Silt Clay Lime  Type of texture depth
% dsm? % cm
0.74 0.78 7.92 30 30 40 315 clay loam 0-30
) ) ol s ool el Aiged Gos
$9) ool P o S esk Available Absorbable Sample
Zn Fe Mn Cu Organic matter phosphorus Potassium depth
mg kgt cm
0.11 11 10.3 1.3 1.28 7.24 102 0-30
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Table 3. Names of traits measured in the experiment of studying genetic diversity of maize lines (Zea mays L.) in optimal
and phosphorus deficiency stress conditions
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Centimeter pL Peduncle length 13 Percent RWC Relative water content 1
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Branches number Centigrade Leaf canopy temperature
Number/sae BN e 5L olass 14 KT LCT sl sles 2
Centimeter EL Ear length 15 SPAD SPAD SPAD leaf greenness index 3
Sl I Jsb Sl Sy (S 2SS
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Table 4. Analysis of variance for measured traits in maize inbred lines under optimal and phosphorus

deficiency stress conditions

JERCPUIVIR o i 3908 A Lyl ps
Optimal phosphorus conditions Phosphorus deficiency stress conditions
Line Error Line Error

Olas df CV% df CV%

Trait 92 186 92 186
RWC 46.76™ 17.77 5.19 89.14™ 47.81 8.93
LCT 12,17 12.16 4.50 5.34™ 1.37 3.84
SPAD 237.4™ 40.47 13.53 160.3™ 22.90 13.86
FLL 104.24™ 25.17 13.87 93.59™ 24.50 16.54
FLW 1.97™ 0.64 16.65 1.59™ 0.42 17.09
EUL 0.79™ 0.35 11.45 0.87" 0.30 12.11
TL 4.35™ 0.73 7.48 4.85™ 0.91 9.26
LA 251.1" 16.75 2.88 326.8™ 13.25 2.68
EH 1190.3" 110.6 12.94 955.5™ 82.62 13.40
TH 2615.3™ 194.11 6.78 3329.7™ 306.3 9.61
PH 2233.6™ 171.72 7.60 2391.6™ 213.7 9.61
Mean SD 27.42™ 3.64 8.87 22.78" 5.55 13.05
square PL 30.16™ 3.19 16.94 22.91™ 3.38 21.45
BN 26.16™ 3.26 20.63 25.03™ 4,72 29.92
EL 32.40™ 3.49 11.22 31.18™ 3.61 14.14
ED 51.13™ 10.35 7.65 45.60™ 13.64 10.09
CD 16.04™ 4.43 8.15 11.28™ 6.83 11.69
EW 192.4™ 32.15 24.97 100.7" 11.85 22.67
HGW 97.59* 18.21 14.16 67.87" 13.93 15.85
GY 6673.6™ 519.4 20.05 3190.4™ 385.1 25.71
BY 25132.8™ 1732.9 17.46 13952.1™ 710.5 15.84
WETH 11067.7" 1846.2 27.51 6971.1™ 589.7 24.53
WEWH 10594.9™ 1697.1 29.03 6657.4™ 574.7 27.36
P% 0.0492™ 0.0140 11.39 0.0500™ 0.0193 23.50

** Significant at 1% probability levels.
The traits abbreviations are indicated in Table 3.
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Table 5. Descriptive statistics for investigated traits in maize inbred lines under optimal and phosphorus deficiency

stress conditions

- o9

Slexo Syl Ol gl g & 2033
Jolao Al ol Standard Coefficient of s
lio Minimum Maximum Mean deviation variation% Welch’s -
Trait oP LP oP LP oP LP OoP LP oP LP test
RWC 6853 53.07 9082 87.2 81.17 77.40 3.95 5.45 4.87 7.04 5.4
LCT 29.50 27.59 4210 3439 3266 30.51 2.01 1.33 6.17 437 8.5
SPAD 329 193 7910 543 46.99 3451 8.90 7.31 18.94 21.18 10.4™
FLL 247 18.0 5430 440 36.16  29.91 5.89 5.59 16.29 18.67 7.47
FLW 3.0 217 6.7 5.73 4.81 3.80 0.81 0.73 16.85 19.17 8.9"
EUL 4.0 3.33 6.7 6.0 5.20 4,58 0.51 0.54 9.87 11.78 7.97
TL 8.0 733 153 1433 1147 10.30 1.20 1.27 10.48 12.36 6.4
LA 122.0 111.0 162.0 155.67 141.97 135.70 9.15 10.44 6.45 7.69 4.3
EH 35.0 19.33 1457 11633 81.26 67.83 19.92 17.85 24.51 26.31 4,87
TH 140.3 84.67 257.3 24167 20521 18211 2953 33.32 14.39 18.29 5.0™
PH 107.3 84.67 2243 20633 17231 152.06 27.29 28.23 15.84 18.57 4,97
SD 126 10.02 285 2521 2149 18.05 3.03 2.76 14.09 15.27 8.1™
PL 3.2 1.67 228 1500 10.54 8.58 3.17 2.76 30.05 32.23 457
BN 3.0 1.33 16.0 14.67 8.75 7.27 2.96 2.89 33.78 39.76 3.4™
EL 9.0 547 241 2053 16.64 13.44 3.29 3.22 19.77 23.98 6.7
ED 30.3 27.82 505 4449 42.00 36.58 4,13 3.90 9.82 10.66 9.2
CD 20.2 1789 333 2736 2583 22.36 2.31 1.94 8.94 8.67 11,17
EW 8.4 5,67 51.8 2967 2270 15.18 8.01 5.80 35.27 38.17 7.3
HGW 1480 1270 46.10 3410 30.14 2354 5.71 4,76 18.93 20.20 8.5
GY 347 2397 239.0 14492 11363 76.31 47.17 3261 41.51 42.73 6.2
BY 1043 60.0 489.3 354.67 238.41 168.27 9153 68.20 38.39 40.53 5.97
WETH 63.0 16.67 288.0 219.33 156.15 98.98 60.73 48.21 38.89 48.70 7.7
WEWH 51.0 8.0 272.0 207.67 14190 87.61 59.43 47.11 41.88 53.77 6.97"
P% 0.65 024 1091 0.91 1.12 0.59 0.28 0.13 25.40 21.75 16.27

™ Significant at 1% probability levels.

The traits abbreviations are indicated in Table 3.
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8 Transformed chlorophyll absorption reflectance index
9 Triangular greenness index

10 Difference vegetation index

11 Relative vigor index

12 Green normalized difference vegetation index

13 Modified soil adjusted vegetation index
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t Simple ratio

2 Normalized difference vegetation index
3 Enhanced vegetation index

4 Soil adjusted vegetation index

5 Enhanced vegetation index 2

6 Normalized green red difference index

7 Optimized soil adjusted vegetation index
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Fig. 1. Pearson correlation coefficients among investigated traits in maize inbred lines under optimal (lower panel) and
phosphorus deficiency stress conditions (upper panel). Green and red boxes indicate positive and negative correlations,
respectively, and increasing color intensity reflects a higher coefficient. The white boxes indicate non-significant

correlations. The traits abbreviations are indicated in Table 3.
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Table 6. Stepwise regression analysis for grain yield and

investigated morphological traits in maize inbred lines
under optimal phosphorus conditions

sl o o

oy olho 8l Standard Adjusted

Step Traits Standard Beta  Error R?
1 WEWH *0.228 0.045 72.92
2 EW *0.306 0.401 82.50
3 ED *0.546 0.715 84.07
4 CD *-0.34 1.16 88.45
5 EL 0.219 0.884 90.05
6 EUL **-0.128 3.712 90.50
7 LA 0.056" 0.168 90.82
8 SPAD 0.072" 0.168 91.03
9 TL 0.071" 1.698 91.25
10 HGW 0.056" 0.295 91.41
11 RWC -0.04" 0.384 91.47

sk g % NS

Vg oe,0 0 sl mlaw (o jlo pxe g o gire i i A
el 0ads o0l (LIS Y Jaaz j0 Clas ol lais as,e
ns, * and **: Non significant and significant at 5% and 1%

probability levels, respectively.
The traits abbreviations are indicated in Table 3.
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Table 7. Stepwise regression analysis for grain yield and
investigated morphological traits in maize inbred lines
under phosphorus deficiency stress conditions

olao P sl P
Traits o8y oylwiliwl o
3 ylusliw! Standard Adjusted
a> po Standard Error R’
Step Beta
1 WEWH 0.136" 0.072 77.15
2 EL 0.415™ 0.577 84.17
3 ED 0.225™ 0.389 88.52
4 HGW 0.118" 0.31 89.72
5 BN -0.062m 0.397 89.97
6 BY 0.291" 0.049 90.15
7 RWC 0.069" 0.22 90.61
8 FLL -0.066M 0.236 90.83
9 PL 0.043" 0.431 90.89
10 SD -0.051m 0.529 90.92

sk g % NS

V5o, 0 Jlisl pdaw 1o ls s g o pre i o 5 A
ol 00l 00l HLES Y Jgaz o Slae Dl jlais as o
"s, * and **: Non significant and significant at 5% and 1%

probability levels, respectively.
The traits abbreviations are indicated in Table 3.
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Table 8. Path analysis in maize based on correlation coefficient of traits entered to regression model in

optimal phosphorus conditions

A8 8 ,Shos b Swoodr Indirect effect  pudbiowo jud Ol 1
wlie  Correlation with grain e &1 5
Trait yield # Direct effect WEWH EW  ED CDb EL EUL SPAD
WEWH **0.860 0.253 0.231 0.331 -0.109 0.158 -0.007 0.003
EW *0.820 0.335 0.174 - 0.358 -0.196 0.160 -0.011 0.000
ED *0.730 0.535 0.157 0224 - -0.244 0.081 -0.024 0.001
CD **0.400 -0.321 0.086 0.204 0.406 -  0.045 -0.020 0.001
EL *0.790 0.214 0.187 0.251 0.203 -0.067 -  0.000 0.003
EUL 0.060" -0.082 0.020 0.047 0.155 -0.080 0.000 - 0.000
SPAD 0.090" 0.064 0.010 0.000 0.011 -0.003 0.009 0.000 -

ol o osls (LIS Y Jeax 0 Slae Wl lais] asye V sl pdaw (o ls g gl poe pd >

ns

ns, **: Non significant and significant at 1% probability levels, respectively. The traits abbreviations are indicated

in Table 3.
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Table 9. Path analysis in maize based on correlation coefficient of traits entered to regression model in

phosphorus deficiency stress conditions

ol H R PV PR SOV Y-S POV-L IR P Indirect effect  pudiwo s Ol )51
Trait Correlation with grain yield Direct effect WEWH EL ED HGW BY
WEWH **0.880 0.297 - 0.272 0.114 0.083 0.114
EL *0.840 0.362 0.223 - 0.086 0.076 0.092
ED **0.700 0.187 0.181 0.167 - 0.096 0.069
HGW "*0.680 0.153 0.161 0.181 0.118 - 0.068
BY *0.860 0.123 0.276 0.272 0.105 0.084 -

ol o 00ls (i ¥ Jgaz 50 Slao Sl laidl as sV Jleisl mlav j0 s e g s aepd g

ns

ns, **: Non significant and significant at 1% probability levels, respectively. The traits abbreviations are indicated

in Table 3.
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(Maschibahoosh et al., 2015)
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Fig. 2. Determining the optimal number of factors in factor analysis using KMO criterion, parallel analysis and very
simple structure (VSS) in maize. a. Optimal phosphorus conditions, b. Phosphorus deficiency stress conditions.
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Table 10. Factor analysis coefficients for investigated traits in maize lines under optimal and phosphorus deficiency

stress conditions

Hhowd digy by

hud 9105 S e

Ol Optimal phosphorus conditions Phosphorus deficiency stress conditions
Traits V)65 ¥ 58 Y el STl gl ) jeSE Y HesB Y Hes B STl e
Factorl Factor2 Factor3 Communality Factorl Factor2 Factor3 Communality
RwWC -0.03 0.01 -0.22 0.05 0.07 0.54 0.10 0.30
LCT 0.36 -0.37 0.17 0.29 0.46 -0.18 -0.23 0.30
SPAD 0.02 -0.18 -0.02 0.03 -0.16 0.47 0.06 0.25
FLL 0.70 0.10 -0.43 0.68 0.69 -0.30 -0.07 0.57
FLW 0.76 -0.09 -0.18 0.62 0.74 -0.16 0.08 0.57
EUL 0.11 0.69 0.24 0.55 0.02 -0.10 0.78 0.62
TL 0.43 0.70 0.21 0.72 0.30 -0.48 0.67 0.77
LA -0.04 0.44 -0.15 0.22 -0.15 -0.34 0.11 0.15
EH 0.82 0.28 -0.04 0.75 0.68 -0.35 0.38 0.73
TH 0.89 0.20 0.07 0.84 0.78 -0.15 0.42 0.80
PH 0.84 0.25 0.11 0.79 0.75 -0.13 0.41 0.75
SD 0.56 0.32 0.23 0.47 0.59 -0.17 0.46 0.59
PL 0.41 -0.38 0.24 0.37 0.51 0.30 0.01 0.35
BN 0.25 0.51 -0.45 0.53 0.23 -0.44 0.44 0.44
EL 0.85 -0.17 -0.02 0.76 0.84 0.06 0.21 0.76
ED 0.52 0.13 0.71 0.80 0.42 0.29 0.68 0.73
CD 0.34 0.33 0.65 0.65 0.14 0.22 0.63 0.46
EW 0.78 0.04 0.34 0.73 0.68 0.09 0.48 0.71
HGW 0.53 -0.04 0.12 0.29 0.48 0.37 0.48 0.60
GY 0.85 -0.15 0.32 0.85 0.82 0.30 0.37 0.90
BY 0.85 -0.10 0.23 0.78 0.87 0.06 0.3 0.85
WETH 0.86 -0.14 0.29 0.85 0.85 0.19 0.32 0.86
WEWH 0.85 -0.19 0.30 0.85 0.85 0.23 0.29 0.86
P% -0.16 0.28 0.18 0.14 -0.17 0.15 -0.19 0.09

Variance (%0) 39.83 9.69 7.16
Cumulative variance

(%) 39.83  49.52  56.66

- 42.53 8.19 7.60 -

- 42.53 50.73 58.33 -

The traits abbreviations are indicated in Table 3.
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Fig. 3. Biplot of the two first principal components for investigated traits in maize lines (a) Optimal conditions and (b) Phosphorus

deficiency stress conditions
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Table 11. Comparison of investigated traits means in maize lines in clusters resulting from Hierarchical clustering under
optimal phosphorus conditions

oo ) adgs oY olass Y aligs oY olass Y abes Y olaxy Sl
Traits 1 Cluster N=27 2 Cluster N=45 3 Cluster N=21 Mean
RWC 79.93%c Ma001 Ma027 | 82.18%c Ma019 Ma080 | 80.58%¢ Ma032 80.90
LCT 34.57¢ Ma002 Ma028 | 31.94°« Ma023 Ma089 | 31.78%c Ma033 32.76
SPAD 47.66" Ma003 Ma064 | 45.80% Ma030 Ma091 | 48.67° Ma034  47.38
FLL 39.07%¢ Ma004 36.96% Ma031 Mal04 | 30.71%c Ma037  35.58
FLW 5.46%°¢ Ma005 5.46%¢ Ma035 Mal05 5.46% Ma038  5.46
EUL 5.14%c Ma006 5.38bcd Ma036 Mal08 4.902 Ma040 5.14
TL 11.59%¢ Ma007 11.89%e Ma039 Mal09 | 10.43%e Ma042 11.30
LA 139.81°¢¢  Ma008 143,334 Ma043 Mall0 | 141.83%e Ma049 141.66
EH 93.99¢de Ma009 83.24¢°f Ma044 Malll | 60.68%C Ma050 79.30
TH 229.75¢% Ma010 207.27%  Ma045 Mall2 | 169.29° Ma051 202.10
PH 194.02%%  Ma011 173.75%f Ma046 Mall3 | 141.32btd Ma052 169.70
SD 23.00°cd Ma012 21.98d%f Ma048 Mall4 18.53¢% Ma055 21.17
PL 13.08« Ma013 9.67¢f Ma053 Mall5 9.19bcd Ma057 10.65
BN 7.93« Ma014 9.44°% Ma054 Mall6 8.37« Ma079 8.58
EL 19.83vcd Ma015 16.49bcd Ma060 Mall7 | 12.88%c Ma083  16.40
ED 45,08ac Ma016 41.61bcd Ma062 Mall8 | 38.92°d Ma085 41.87
CD 26.76%¢ Ma017 26.09Pcd Ma065 Mall9 | 24.10° Ma096 25.65
EW 30.100¢ Ma018 22.44bc Ma066 Mal20 13.75% Ma098 22.10
HGW 33.75%e Ma020 29.48%e Ma072 Mal2l | 25.93%%c Mal00 29.72
GY 167.18%  Ma021 102.69%f Ma073 Mal22 | 68.22° Mal06 112.70
BY 346.76% Ma022 212.64° Ma074 Mal23 | 154.35%c¢ Mal07 237.91
WETH 230.43%¢  Ma024 138.72bcd Ma075 97.99%c 155.71
WEWH  215.93%¢  Ma025 123.42%  Ma076 86.34%¢ 141.90
P% 1.02b¢d Ma026 1.190%f Ma077 1.09% 1.10

35,105 (g o e IS /0 Jlsl mhans 10 Sils (g03] bl 3 cilonds aseiie aslie gy b sy yo j0 a5 oSl

sl 0ol o0ls LS Y oo 0 Clas Ol lais

Means followed by similar letter in each row are not significantly different by Duncan’s test at 5% probability level.
The traits abbreviations are indicated in Table 3.
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Table 12. Comparison of investigated traits means in maize lines in clusters resulting from

Hierarchical clustering under phosphorus deficiency stress conditions

Ol ) dligs oY olass Y abgs oY olaxs eSSleo
Traits 1 Cluster N=43 2 Cluster N=50 Mean
RWC 78.38%c Ma001 Ma026| 76.56%¢ Ma016 Ma060 Mall7 77.47
LCT 30.77%f Ma002 Ma027| 30.30%¢ Ma030 Ma062 Mal20 30.53
SPAD 34,094 Ma003 Ma028| 34.889N Ma031 Ma065 34.49
FLL 32.74bcd Ma004 Ma044| 27.48%f Ma032 Ma072 30.11
FLW 4,255 Ma005 Ma053| 3.41%¢ Ma033 Ma074 3.83
EUL 4.718c Ma006 Ma064| 4.47° Ma034 Ma075 4.59
TL 10.74bcd Ma007 Ma066| 9.920f Ma035 Ma076 10.33
LA 134.88¢f Ma008 Ma073| 136.40M Ma036 Ma077 135.64
EH 77.62¢e Ma009 Mal04| 59.417h Ma037 Ma079 68.52
TH 206.09°  Ma010 Mal05| 161.49%¢  Ma038 Ma080 183.79
PH 171.83%e Ma01l Malll| 135.05%¢ Ma039 Ma083 153.44
SD 19.77b« Ma012 Mall4| 16.56° Ma040 Ma085 18.17
PL 10,130 Ma013 Mall5| 7.24%¢ Ma042 Ma089 8.68
BN 8.19bcd Ma014 Mall6| 6.47%f Ma043 Ma091 7.33
EL 16.125cd Ma015 Mall8| 11.14%f Ma045 Ma096 13.63
ED 39.21® Ma017 Mall9| 34.32%c Ma046 Ma098 36.77
CD 23.128c Ma018 Mal2l| 21.71%c Ma048 Mal00 22.41
EW 19.77bcd Ma019 Mal22| 11.24%f Ma049 Mal06 15.50
HGW 26.65%¢ Ma020 Mal23| 20.879%f Ma050 Mal07 23.76
GY 106.41%¢ Ma021 50.42¢de Ma051 Mal08 78.42
BY 223.96""  Ma022 120.38°"  Ma052 Mal109 172.17
WETH  139.10 Ma023 64.477h Ma054 Mall0 101.79
WEWH  126.47¢¢ Ma024 54.19¢f Ma055 Malll 90.33
P% 0.56%¢ Ma025 0.62°cd Ma057 Mall2 0.59

Slogire IO Jlozs! mhaw ;o SSls 9051 bl cdloads i alive g, b cins, o j0 a5 slan Sl

IRVRY
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Means followed by similar letter in each row are not significantly different by Duncan’s test at 5%
probability level.

The traits abbreviations are indicated in Table 3.
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Fig. 4. Determining the optimal number of clusters in the grouping maize lines based on the investigated traits under
optimal and phosphorus deficiency stress conditions using Gap (a), Silhouette (b) and Elbow (c) methods.
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Phosphorus deficiency stress conditions)
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